
CLAIMS 



1. An iVisertion instrument (1) for a three-piece 
intervertebral umplant (2) that includes an upper part (6) 
that can be plaaed against a vertebra (3), a lower part (9) 
that can be placed against the adjacent vertebra (4), and a 
pivot element (14\ that can be inserted between these two 
parts, the instrument having two arms (21, 21), disposed side 
by side and supported pivotably relative to one another at 
one end, which on their free end each have one retention 
device (20) for the litoper part (6) and lower part (9), 
respectively, of thjT^ntervertebral implant (2), 
characterized in thkt k longitudinal guide (38, 39) for the 
pivot element (14) \s dV^posed in one of the arms (21) 

2. The instrumfentioM claim 1, characterized in that 
the longitudinal guideX^M formed by protrusions (15) engaging 
longitudinal grooves (38, \39)\. 



3. The instrument oA clAim 2, characterized in that 
grooves (38, 39) opposite ome another, which are engaged by 
the pivot element (14) with Vlateral protrusions (15), are 
disposed in one of the arms ¥21), in a receiving chamber (28) 
for the pivot element (14), tihe receiving chamber extending 
in the longitudinal direction! of the arm (21). 



4. The instrument of onfe of the foregoing claims, 
characterized in that the arm |i21) having the longitudinal 
guide (38, 39) has two rodlike llegs (22, 23), disposed 
parallel to and spaced apart from one another, and which 
between them form a receiving chamber (28) for the pivot 
element (14) and guide the pivotJ element between them 
longitudinally of the receiving chamber (28) . 



5. TheVLnstrument of one of the foregoing claims, 
characterized in that the longitudinal guide (38, 39), on its 
end adjacent to\the pivot support of the arms (21, 27), forms 
an insertion regoNpn, at which the pivot element (14) can be 
inserted into the \.ongitudinal guide (38, 39) 

6. The instruVient of one of the foregoing claims, 

\ / 
characterized in thatXthe longitudinal guide (38, 39) of the 

one arm (21) changes over into a longitudinal guide (18) of 

the part (9) of the /Trt^rvertebral implant (2) that is 

retained on that arm (- 



7. The instrum 
characterized in that 
is insertable into the 
joined to a rodlike thru 



imc 



one 



one of the fojpegoing claims, 
udes a push member (40), which 
dinal guide (38, 39) and is 
nt (41) . 



8. The instrument of o 
characterized in that the two 
by side at their free ends, in 
devices (20) move at least part' 



f the foregoing claims, 
s (21, 2^) are disposed side 
su^h a way that the retention 
into one another in the 



direction of the pivoting motion of the arms (21, 27) 



9. The instrument of one qf the foregoing claims, 
characterized in that the two arm^ (21, 27), in the region of 
their pivot support, have a spacing from one another such 
that the arms (21, 27), in their ir^sertion position in which 
the free ends of the arms (21, 27) kre at their closest 
proximity to one another, have a greater spacing from one 
another on the supported end than on 1 the free end. 



10. The instrument of claim 9, \ characterized in that a 
spreader element (43) is provided, which is braced on both 
arms (21, 27) and can be fed or advanced along the arms (21, 
27) in the direction of the free end cf the arms (21, 27), 
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5* and in the process pivots the arms (21, 21) apart. 

11. TheXinstrument of claim 10, characterized in that 
at least one ofVthe two arms (21, 27) has a longitudinal 
guide (42, 28; 270 for the spreader element (43) . 

12. The instrument of claim 10 or 11, characterized in 
that a feed rod (46)\ is disposed on the spreader element 
(43). \ 

13. The instrumeVitV of claim 12, characterized in that 
the feed rod (4 6) is emopdi^ed as a rack, which meshes with a 
driving gear wheel (47>) iai Pme region of the pivot support of 
the arms (21, 27). \ \ \ \ 

14. The instrumentX ojf on^ of the foregoing claims, 
characterized in that the rett:entmpn devices (20) are pins, 
which engage bores (19) in the upper part (6) and lower part 
(9) of the intervertebral implant \(2) . 

15. The instrument of onte of the foregoing claims, 
characterized in that the retention devices (20) on at least 
one of the arms (27) are pivotable about a pivot axis that is 
located in the region of the free\end of the arm (27) and 

5 extends parallel to the pivot axia of the arm (27), and that 
the retention devices, after being\pivoted about this pivot 
axis, can be locked in different ancular positions. 

16. The instrument of claim la, characterized in that 
for locking the angular position, a fixation pin (35) is 
provided, which can be inserted into bores (33, 34) oriented 
at different angular positions to one another. 



17. The instrument of one of th€: foregoing claims, 
characterized in that at least one retention device (20) has 
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a releasable 4^cking means (25, 26) . 

18. The' instrument of claim 17, characterized in that 
the locking is efJiected by rotating a locking bar (25) about 
an axis of rotatiorL which extends substantially parallel to 
the longitudinal axdSs of the arm (21) on which the retention 
device (20) is disposed. 



19. The instrume^it of claim 18, characterized in that 
the arm (21) carrying the retention device (20) , or a part 
(22, 23) of this arm, /t^^otatable and carries a locking bar 
(25), which in one position locks the part (9) of the 
intervertebral implant\ (2) rsetained on the retention device 
(20) to the implant and in armther position releases it. 



20. 



The instrument of \c:la^Lm 19, characterized in that 



the retention device is a\ pin 
on the retained part (9) at 
and the locking bar (25) is 
from this pin. 



encj^ging a receiving bore (19) 

intervertebral implant (2) , 
)rot%usion protruding laterally 



21. The instrument of one\ of ihe foregoing claims, 
characterized in that the arm (21\) having the longitudinal 
guide (38, 39) has two parallel iLgs (22, 23), which between 
them form a receiving chamber (28 )\ for the pivot element 
(14), and that the other arm (27) extends centrally between 
these legs (22, 23), so that it car\ move with its free end 
between the legs (22, 23) . 



22. The instrument of claim 2l, characterized in that 
a spreader element (43), disposed betiween the arms (21, 27) 
and displaceable along them, rests on the surface (42) of the 
two legs (22, 23) and, with its protrusion (44), it reaches 
between the two legs (22, 23) to engage the receiving chamber 
(28) . 
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23. The instlmment of claim 22, characterized in that 
the spreader element Vm3) , on its top, has an indentation 
(45) into which the 1 3^^X1^(27 ) moves. 



24. The instrum 
characterized in that 
are rectangular in cross 





f one of claims 21-23, 
gs (22, 23) of the one arm (21) 
ion . 



25. The instrument or qne of claims 21-24, 
characterized in that the ot\ier arm (27) is circular in cross 
section. 
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